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On Sunday, Feb. 14, First Presbyterian Church of Elizabethton will celebrate "Evolution Sunday" for the fifth year. 

 

The theme of this year's service will be "Learning the Ancestors' Tale." Pastor John Shuck's sermon title is "Better Living Through Evolution." "Evolution is not only for biologists," Shuck said. "Understanding evolution (variation, consequence and heredity) helps with human behavior as well. A great book is David Sloan Wilson's, 'Evolution for Everyone: How Darwin's Theory Can Change the Way We Think About Our Lives.' For example, why do some pregnant women experience 'morning sickness?' Why are there fast food restaurants (salt, fat, sugar) on every corner and why do so many people struggle with obesity and addiction? These puzzlers and many more can be explained most elegantly when we understand our evolutionary history. 

 

"The Clergy Letter Project began in 2006 and we were involved since it began," said Shuck. Evolution Sunday is part of the Clergy Letter Project, which was begun in response to the resistance that some Christians have to evolutionary science. "This letter signed by over 12,000 clergy states that there is not a conflict between evolutionary science and faith," Shuck said. "Therefore, evolution should be taught in public schools as the letter says, 'as a core component of human knowledge' not simply 'just a theory.'" 

 

Shuck continued, "Evolution is as solid a scientific reality as the theory of gravity or the theory that earth revolves around the sun. However, according to the latest Harris Poll, 54 percent of U.S. adults believe that humans did not develop from earlier species. That is up from 46 percent in 1994. We have a problem. Many Christians treat the Bible as an inerrant science book which it never was intended to be nor can be. These Christians think that they cannot affirm evolution and be a Christian. We need Christians and Christian clergy to speak out for science and for evolutionary theory in particular." 

 

A news release states, "On Evolution Sunday, we honor our ancestors, the deep ancestors who are part of our evolutionary history. The via creativa of evolution is our teacher and our guide. The creativity of the Universe is active and surprising us at every turn. As theologian, Gordon Kaufmann, reminds us: "...(we) are not alone in (our) healing activities: the serendipitous creativity that has brought about this whole human biohistorical process can be expected to continue manifesting itself within it. 

 

"All of life is related, literally," said Shuck. "We are not just related to human beings but to every living thing past and present through biology. Our ancestors are not just human ancestors. That is only the tip of the iceberg. Every living thing shares a common ancestor. We can trace this history all the way back to our microbial beginnings four billion years ago as biologist Richard Dawkins in his book, 'The Ancestors' Tale.'" 

 

Shuck continued, "Science is unfolding for us a new creation story, so to speak. We don't often tell this story in church. But it belongs in church. We tell the creation stories in the first chapters of Genesis, but the writers of these accounts of course did not share our modern understanding of the Universe, the age of Earth, and the evolution of species. Our 13.7 billion year cosmic history and our evolutionary history on Earth are sacred stories. 

 

"We also affirm the poetry of Genesis that described a Creator who smiled at the Universe and saw that it 'was indeed very good." Gen. 1:31. This creativity continues. Earth and all of life including human life is evolving. Creation is still and continues to be 'indeed very good.' Perhaps being created in the image of God means that humanity is creative as well. We can use (and have used) that creativity for destructive purposes. Our future is perilous due to human creativity. We must be conscious of our creative power and use it for the work of justice, healing, and preservation of life." 

 

Shuck says religion and science are intertwined too much. "So-called Creation Science or Creationism is an example of this unhealthy enmeshing," Shuck said. "It is neither good science nor good theology. It is simply wrong on all counts. Religion works with poetry and metaphor. It works with people in community working to find meaning, to cope with life, and to learn how to love our neighbor. Science studies our natural world which includes of course human behavior. We need both poetry (religion) and reason (science). But we need them in a collaborative dance not in competition and not intertwined." 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Shuck says, has gained new members as a result of Evolution Sunday and the Clergy Letter Project. 

 

"We are a voice in our community that is for a healthy relationship between reason and faith," he said. "Evolution Sunday is not simply an academic exercise nor a publicity stunt. We are serious. 

 

"We are facing major ecological challenges, and human beings are only slowly becoming aware of our impact on Earth. The survival of our own species is at stake. Evolutionary science is foundational for everything from ecology, to the study of disease, to the study of animal and human behavior. I don't mean to sound sharp, but if the majority of the populace discounts science and replaces it with superstition, we are going to fail in educating our children and young adults in regards to how to come to terms with all the challenges they will face." 

For more information, call the church at 543-7737 or visit fpcelizabethton.org.
