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Brock Lee’s collection of fossils, bones and replicas to disprove the theory of evolution includes a set of stones that he said came from Ica, Peru, and dates back to between 1200 and 1400 AD, and show human’s portrayal of the dinosaurs. 



	

	By MELISSA KAELIN
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OWATONNA — The burning bush. 

The loaves of bread. 

The dying for our sins. 

The rising from the dead. 

These things are literal miracles, according to Young Earth Creationist Brock Lee, and if you believe in them, you cannot at the same time believe in evolution. God and evolution cannot co-exist. 

That’s right. It’s Evolution Weekend, a time set aside for churches to address Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution. It all started in 2004, when Michael Zimmerman, a professor of biology at Butler University, launched The Clergy Letter Project, which challenged clergy to sign a letter saying that evolutionary theory and religious faith can harmoniously exist. 

“He got tired of people having extremes at both ends of the spectrum — through science you can say that there is no god when it comes to the creation of the earth,” said Rev. John Weisenburger. Weisenburger, a pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Owatonna, signed the clergy letter. “(Zimmerman) is saying ‘Look, you can be a person of faith and a person of science both. They can inform one another they don’t have to be enemies.”

At noon on Saturday, these two viewpoints will meet in a public debate at the Owatonna Eagle’s Club. Over hors d’oevres, Lee will take on Weisenburger in a lively debate, then welcome comments and questions from the audience.

“I stick to a very logical argument,” said Lee. “I make the point that evolution by definition is an unguided process, and now you have pastors saying that God guided it. Well, that’s a logical contradiction. You cannot have a guided unguided process. Such a thing doesn’t exist.”

Lee said that he will make a convincing argument against evolution, showing replicas of artifacts that prove that dinosaurs could have lived at the same time as humans.

“To me this is not about creation versus evolution,” said Lee. “Most people want to peg it as religion versus science. It’s not. First off, if you’re going to say it’s a religion that’s preventing science, evolution is the religion that’s preventing science, because you’ve got atheistic evolutionists who are saying ‘Well, all the science points to a God, but I don’t want to believe in that so I’ll believe the impossible instead.’”

“The Big Bang would have to be a supernatural explanation,” said Lee. “All we know is that nature is, at most, equivalent to the universe. We don’t know that nature extends outside of the universe, and if you don’t have nature you cannot have a natural explanation. So if people want to say we want to keep supernaturalism out of the science classroom, it’s already in there. The question is what kind of supernaturalism are you going to teach? 

“I believe that God certainly could take absolutely nothing and make something out of it. I don’t believe that nothing could take nothing and make something out of it.”

A big focus of the debate on Saturday will focus on the interpretation of the Bible. For Lee, it should be literal, stating that the earth has only existed for 6,000 to 7,000 years. But for Weisenburger, there is much more room for interpretation. 

“My goal is to bring light to the fact that you don’t have to be a Christian and believe Genesis as the actual time span,” said Weisenburger. “That’s not why the Bible was written. It’s not a book that is set out to tell scientific facts — it sort of answers deeper questions related to why God created us.”

But Lee maintains that there is a fundamental conflict between scientific texts and the Bible. 

“Either the Bible is true or the biblical God does not exist,” said Lee. “There is no wiggle room here. If evolution is true, the biblical God does not exist because he simply doesn’t.”

The debate is free and open to the public.  




