World on the Web (http://www.worldontheweb.com/2008/02/07/clergy-hold-evolution-weekend/)
The World
Clergy hold Evolution Weekend
	



	Written by Loren Riemer 
February 7, 2008 
	[image: image1.png]


 



Is a belief in evolution compatible with Christianity? Michael Zimmerman, founder of The Clergy Letter Project and Evolution Weekend, says it is.

In 2004, Zimmerman, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Butler University, wrote the Clergy Letter in response to a Wisconsin school board’s passage of several anti-evolution policies. The letter states that many Christian clergy “believe that the timeless truths of the Bible and the discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist,” and that “the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests.” Over 11,000 clergy members have endorsed this letter.
Evolution Weekend grew out of the Clergy Letter, providing an opportunity for congregations to “come together and discuss the compatibility of science and religion,” says Zimmerman. Almost 800 congregations from nine different countries will participate in this year’s third annual Evolution Weekend, February 8-10. 
Zimmerman told WoW that many clergy members choose to give sermons or hold lunch forums on the topic. Other congregations view “Paradise Lost: The Religious Life of Charles Darwin” or NOVA’s “Judgment Day – Intelligent Design on Trial” and follow with discussion groups. Zimmerman only asks that participating clergy provide a forum for discussion on the compatibility of science and religion. 
Evolution Weekend is not without debate. Casey Luskin, Program Officer at the Discovery Institute, finds it “hypocritical for Darwinists to claim (incorrectly) that intelligent design proponents mix religion with science, when in fact it is the Darwinists themselves who are making a big push to promote pro-evolution theological views.”
Luskin told WoW, “If people want to find ways to reconcile evolution with religion, that’s fine. That’s their right and prerogative. For us, this issue is not about religion, but science. And there are many legitimate scientific reasons to challenge Darwinian evolution.” Luskin said that the Discovery Institute opposes teaching both religion and pro-evolution theology in the science classroom because it “encourages science teachers to violate the separation of church and state by injecting religion into the science classroom.”
Last year, Bruce Chapman, president of Discovery Institute called Evolution Sunday the “height of hypocrisy,” but Zimmerman hopes Evolution Weekend will “continue to increase the quality of national and international dialogue on this topic.”
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